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Lesson Title: Let’s Build It Together! 
 
Lesson Essential Question: How does an assembly line create a 
cooperative environment that increases production? 
 
 State Standards: 
Career Education & Work           
13.3.3 A,B,C,E                    
13.4.3 A, C                                                 
 
Materials:  You Tube video of “I Love Lucy- chocolate factory”, 
stapler, envelopes, order forms. Students are working in cooperative 
groups of 3. 
 
Procedure:  

• Present each group with a stapler, a timer, and 5 each of order 
forms and envelopes. 

• One group member will assemble all 5 packets containing an 
order form and envelope. One group member will be the timer 
to record the length of time assembly takes. The last member 
observes the procedure for positives and negatives in the 
performance of the job. Upon a signal from the teacher, 
members must perform their job.  

• As a class share the experiences and times of the individuals. 
Students should take note to long process, stress to complete, 
and/or poor quality. 

• Explain to students that they will be watching a video where two 
ladies are attempting to do a job on an assembly line. The line 
is meant to make the job easier, but in this case things go 
wrong. 



• Watch video in which Lucy and Ethel work in a chocolate 
factory. 

• Discuss what went wrong and how it could have been 
corrected. 

• Instruct groups to return to their seats and decide the order of 
their assembly line to complete packets for the school.  

• Once order is determined, complete 5 additional packets with 
the teacher recording times. Compare the results with individual 
timings. Discuss findings. 

• Return to groups and complete the remainder of packets to be 
sent home with school population for the sale of birdhouses. 

 
Culminating Activity; 
 
Once orders are collected for the birdhouse sale, divide students 
into groups of assembly to complete the construction of the 
birdhouses. 
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Rebecca graduated from York College of Pennsylvania in 1994 
with a BS in Elementary Education. She received her Master’s of 
Education from Penn State University in 1999. Currently she is in 



her 17th year of teaching third grade with Hanover Public School 
District.  
 
Ten years ago she began an entrepreneurship initiative with her 
third graders. The first several years of the program the students 
sold Hershey Kisses as part of a Valentine’s Day business called, 
“Send A Kiss”. For this event, students and parents could send a 
chocolate kiss to friends or children in the building. In addition to 
advertising, the class ran the business completely. They collected 
money and order forms, and then processed the orders by sorting 
them into individual baggies of kisses and sender slips. Each year 
of the program, the sales exceeded 2,000 kisses. With the onset 
of a district wellness policy, Mrs. Glatfelter’s class continued the 
business experience by selling Valentine pencils. Proceeds for all 
sales were either donated to the PTO or to the American Heart 
Association. 
 
This year, with the award of a grant from YCAL, Mrs. Glatfelter has 
modified the business to be self-funding for the following years. 
The profits of selling 100 birdhouses will allow the purchase of raw 
materials for the next year. 
 
Mrs. Glatfelter lives in York with her husband, Rodney, and three 
children Kayleigh,14, Christian,8, and Cameron, 6. She credits her 
love for teaching to her own third grade teacher and friend, Mrs. 
Joyce Fengfish. 


